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God's Beloved

How do we explain to Phoenix that she is beloved even though she has been living
with scars of sexual assault from the age of four? How do we explain that she is
beloved by her heavenly Father, even though she has been abandoned by her
earthly father? How do we convince Phoenix of God’s love while she feels rejected
by the very world He created. Nouwen (1995) writes, “Self-rejection is the greatest
enemy of the spiritual life because it contradicts the sacred voice that calls us the
‘Beloved’. Being the Beloved expresses the core truth of our existence.” For Phoenix,
self-rejection has resulted in anger, low self-esteem, social dysfunction, and
suicidality. Phoenix, like so many children who have experienced multiple Adverse
Childhood Experiences, is skilled at masking pain. Often, the pain is simply labeled as
misbehavior or ADHD. Such labeling is usually the most expedient way for 1
our broken world to diagnose spiritual brokenness. Often, traumatized &
youth turn to substance abuse and other negative coping strategies _‘
because they lack a sense of purpose and fulfillment. As Phoenix learns ;
to claim her belovedness, she will recognize that she is chosen to e
play her unique and precious role in God’s story. e S:e“:i‘hﬂ?ﬂk‘lg\:iioéea;:;:;‘;\_ 3%5
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Funding the Journey

Our goal is for financial constraints to not be a barrier to finding hope and healing in Christ.

With your financial support, we can do just that.
You may donate online at elevationfamilyministries.org or by sending a check in the enclosed
envelope.




